


Don't wait for perfect autonomous vehicles 
How safe should autonomous vehicles (AVs) be before they are put on the road? In a 
new paper from the RAND Corporation, researchers analysed what would happen if 
imperfect (not completely safe) AVs were put on the road. (The assumption is that 
even imperfect AVs will improve public safety, but public backlash is inevitable when 
imperfect AVs cause accidents.) The conclusion: using AVs that are just 10% safer 
than human drivers will save more lives than waiting for even safer vehicles. RAND 
researchers argue for putting AVs on the road ASAP rather than letting the perfect be 
the enemy of the good. 

Make Sacramento a Clean Tech Catalyst 
For several years, SacEV has partnered with CleanStart to sup-
port local clean technology companies.  Thomas Hall, who is 

SacEV Board Co-VP and Treasurer, is also the Executive Director of CleanStart. If 
you believe in the power of clean tech, you can now personally help launch regional 
clean tech startups by participating in CleanStart's Catalyst Crowdfunding Campaign. 

SacEV members can also show their support by sharing information about the 
crowdfunding campaign across Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.  With your support, 
we can turn regional clean tech entrepreneurs into success stories.  

November SacEV Meeting 
At the information-packed November SacEV general meeting, we heard updates on 
the Tokyo International Auto Show, the City of Sacramento EV Strategy, and Cal ISO 
(the electric grid operator). We also got a hands-on, butts-in-seat unveiling of the 
2018 Nissan LEAF.  The LEAF features a lower price, longer range, and is a great 
value. If you didn't attend the meeting, you can watch a video recording created by 
Eugen Dunlap. Our thanks go to Eugen for recording the meeting and to the folks at 
the Nissan Technical Center for hosting the event. 

EV Presentation at Sons in Retirement 
Guy Hall recently gave an EV presentation to 150 people at a luncheon meeting of 
the Sons In Retirement (SIR) Sacramento chapter. Five chapters of SIR have now 
received EV presentations. The recent SIR presentation was one of more than a 
dozen talks given by SacEV in 2017.

Recent EVents
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Know Our Impact!

We appreciate all the time and effort you, our volunteers are putting in to help spread awareness and 
knowledge of Electric Vehicles. But do you wonder if our activities are making a difference? 

Here's the answer!

The More You Know…

Life in an Automotive Dealership 
We ran across a terrific podcast about an auto dealer trying to sell 129 cars and 
trucks in one month. The podcast shows the general manager at Town and Country 
Jeep Chrysler Dodge Ram in Levittown, NY trying to rally his staff to meet the sales 
goal. Because this podcast shows how car dealers operate, we highly recommend it 
for anyone who works with dealers on "ride and drive" events or who is thinking 
about buying a car.
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