
Why Should I Buy 
an Electric Car?

Clean, Quiet, and Smooth:
Whereas a gasoline engine requires com-
plex emission sensors and controls, as 
well as catalysts and a muffler to make 
its exhaust a bit cleaner and less noisy, 
an EV generates no emissions and is 
wonderfully quiet and smooth in com-
parison.

Save the Environment: 
No emission so no 
air pollution, pre-
vents global warm-
ing, conserve re-
sources and reduces 
illness and diseases.

No Oil Changes and Limited Maintenance:
With an EV you will never have to 
wait in line for oil changes, experience 
the inconvenience of worn out exhaust 
system components, radiator hoses or 
a serpentine drive belt, change dirty air 
filters, transmission filters, fuel filters or 
fluids, replace spark plugs, O2 sensors or 
radiator coolant.

Tax Credits: 
You get as much as $10,000 in federal and 
California tax credits, plus air management 
district rebates, electric fuel use subsidies, 
and some local tax rebates.

Avoid Traffic Jams:
An EV qualifies the owner to drive solo 
in the HOV car pool lanes during com-
mute hours in many areas.

Much of US Oil is Imported: 
Gasoline-powered passenger vehicles 
account for 40 percent of U.S. oil con-
sumption, with much of that oil im-
ported. Prices are expected to skyrocket 
as supplies decline. In contrast, most 
of our electricity comes from domestic 
fuel sources — coal, nuclear power, 
natural gas, hydropower and wind. This 
means that the more people who choose 
to drive electric vehicles, the more we 
can reduce our addiction to imported 
oil.

Energy-Efficiency: 
The maximum theoretical efficiency of 
the typical gasoline engine is about 30 
percent; diesels are about 35 percent ef-
ficient, but in real-world driving condi-
tions, both numbers drop significantly. 
Only a tiny fraction of the energy in 
a gallon of gasoline actually ends up 
doing useful work — the rest is wasted 
as heat. In contrast, electric vehicles 
are far more efficient than conventional 
cars, where the motors exceed 90 per-
cent efficiency, and their batteries are 
better than 85 percent efficient.

Regenerative Braking: 
Regenerative braking can recapture as 
much as 20 percent of the vehicle’s range 
by recharging the battery during braking.

Cleaner even with Coal Power Plants: 
Even if all came from an entirely coal-
fired power grid, the power plant’s 
emissions still would be significantly 
less per mile driven than those from the 
average gasoline-powered vehicle. EVs 
recharged by electricity from California’s 

comparatively clean power grid, produce 
97 percent less total pollution during 
operation than the average CA gasoline 
vehicle. EVs only get cleaner with age, 
as generating plants are regularly updat-
ed and improved, while petroleum fueled 
vehicle emissions get worse from the day 
they are driven off the new car lot.

Electricity is Publicly Regulated: 
Public and citizen involvement in pric-
ing and rule-making is not possible with 
petroleum or bio-fuels.
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Elegantly Simple Motors: 
There’s just one moving part, the rotor 
shaft. EVs don’t have engines with pis-
tons, valves and all the little seals that go 
bad over time. They also use a simpler 
electric one-speed transmission, since 
full torque is available instantly with an 
electric motor.

Fast and Fun:
EVs can have surprisingly brisk acceler-
ation and speed, with the Tesla Roadster 
reaching 60mph in less than 4 seconds, 
and they are fun to drive.

New Lithium-Polymer Batteries:
The recent development of more power-
ful, lighter-weight, faster-charging lithi-
um-polymer batteries looks like a major 
breakthrough in creating EVs compa-
rable to gasoline-powered vehicles.

Fast Recharging Coming Soon:
EV research companies are working on a 
lithium-ion battery that can be recharged 
in minutes instead of hours.

Cheaper to Maintain:
Without having to change the oil, EV 
owners are looking at a reduction of at 
least $450 and 7.5 hours over the 10-
year, 150,000-mile life of their vehicle.

Charging is Cheap:
The cost of filling an EV is little more 
than that used to heat a pot of coffee. To 
charge an EV with a 100 mile range will 
cost between $2 and $4, depending on 
your local electric utility rates. Once the 
expense for solar photovoltaics (PV) or 
wind power solar is fully paid, EV re-
charging costs drop to zero, plus includes 
home benefits beyond recharging your 
EV.

No Anxiety with Extended Range EVs:
Several companies offer a longer-range 
lithium-ion battery pack for the Prius hy-
brid that can be recharged using standard 
household current. The result is a car that 
can be driven purely on electric power 
for a specific number of miles — these 
are often called range extended EVs . On 
longer trips and at higher speeds, the en-
gine reverts to its standard hybrid mode.

Make a Statement:
Buying an electric car is a statement 
about your beliefs, and 
as such it is a much more 
socially important situa-
tion that simply purchas-
ing a product. Doing 
something good for the 
Earth and our future gen-
erations gives great satis-
faction and happiness.

No Gasoline:
No need to stop at a gas station ever 
again. Recharge your EV at home.

EVs Can Match Lifestyles:
Current EVs have range and perfor-
mance that are suitable for many driv-
ing applications including: city driving, 
commuting, regular drive cycles like 
delivery routes, trips up to 100 miles 
per day, and locations where only zero 
or low emission vehicles are allowed 
access.

EVs Meet Requirements of 90%:
80% of drivers average 50 miles driv-
ing per day, with 50% driving 25 miles 
per day. All freeway capable EVs for 
sale today easily meet the daily driving 
requirements of nearly 90% of drivers.

Batteries are Valuable to Reuse:
Even with low value as scrap, the 
recycling rate for lead-acid batteries is 
about 98%. NiMH and Li-Ion batteries 

are more valuable than lead. 
It is illegal to dispose of these 
batteries in a landfill and their 
value will ensure that they are 
recycled or repurposed — EV 
batteries are still capable of 
serving for many years as 
backup electricity storage for 
utilities.
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